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Good News for Lent, Pt 3:
Head Case

by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

The 3rd Sunday in Lent
7 March, A.D. 2021

Ex 20.1-17; 1 Cor 1.18-31; Jn 2.13-22

Pre-Service Message

CCT: The Law of God crushes all our _________,
that we may be truly comforted by Christ.

Introduction

“Idol” = ________ God.

Anything that is not _______ can become an idol.

What does it mean to have a god? Or, what is God? 2

Answer: A god means that from which we are to expect
all good and in which we are to take refuge in all
distress. So, to have a God is nothing other than
trusting and believing Him with the heart. I have often
said that the confidence and faith of the heart alone
make both God and an idol. 3 If your faith and trust is
right, then your god is also true. On the other hand, if
your trust is false and wrong, then you do not have the
true God. For these two belong together, faith and God
[Hebrews 11:6]. Now, I say that whatever you set your
heart on and put your trust in is truly your god.

—Martin Luther, Large Catechism, 1st Commandment

I. Jesus Crushes Temple Idolatry

Jn 2.13-22

What did OT sacrifices require?
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What were the Temple vendors really doing? What
does Jesus expose by His cleansing of the temple?

What does Jesus reveal about Himself in the
cleansing of the Temple?

II. Christ: The Crucified and Risen Temple

We are all tempted to think that Christ is not
enough and that we have to “__________
something” in order to be saved and have God’s
favor.

1 Cor 1.18-31

How, alone, are we saved?

III. Head Case: Chad Eberhardt

What happened with Chad?

Why is Chad thankful?

Health conversation check.

What common idol does Chad’s case reveal for all of
us?

Conclusion
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t ŚĂƚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�Ž Ĩ�Ă�>Ƶ ƚŚĞƌĂŶ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͊
t Ğ�ůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁ ĞĞŬ�Ž Ĩ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��
^ŽŵĞ�Ž Ĩ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĚƌĞƐƐ-up days ,

�ŝďůĞ�ƚƌŝǀŝĂ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͕ �ĂƐƐĞŵďůŝĞƐ͕ �ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͕ �ƌŽůůĞƌ�ƐŬĂƟŶŐ͕�
and a winter carnival .

(We also fit some academics in the week, too.  )

^ĞĐŽŶĚ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŐĞƐƟǀ Ğ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
s tars and planets that God created in our solar system.

We have completed our poetry unit where we wrote and illustrated
ŽƵƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ƉŽĞŵƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ǁ Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ǁ ƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ�ůĞƩĞƌ�

ƚŽ�Ă�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ�Žƌ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚ ͘ �

Second graders
love our weekly
^d�D �ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͊ ��
We use science,

technology,
engineering, and
math skills as we
learn together!

Mission Statement:
, ĞůƉŝŶŐ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŐƌŽǁ �ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĞŶĞƌŐĞƟĐ�ƐĞƌǀ ĂŶƚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�, /D �

through love, respect, and a commitment to excellence.

St. Paul’s Lutheran School ~ Sent to Serve
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