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Introduction

Christians often suffer what ethical struggle after
tragedies?

CCT: Our Lord Jesus Christ, true God in the flesh,
____________________ our consciences and sets
us free to serve.

I. Jesus Christ is God

What is Jesus proving by teaching with authority and
driving out the demon in Mark 1.21-28?

How does He ultimately prove this?

What authority does Jesus give in Matthew 28.19-
20?

2 Peter 3:15–16 (ESV)



15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom
given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in
them of these matters. There are some things in them that are
hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to
their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.

What does St. Peter affirm in this passage?

II. Ethical Challenges and a Good Conscience

A. Dinner in Corinth

1 Cor 8.1-13

What was the challenge in Corinth?

What’s the truth about idols?

When the person with weak conscience eats the food
offered to an idol he thinks he has sinned when he
actually hasn’t.

When you lead someone into sin it’s a sin against
them and who else?

Even if it’s not actually a sin

1 Corinthians 8:1–13 (ESV)
1 Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that
“all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge”
puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines
that he knows something, he does not yet know as
he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is
known by God. 4 Therefore, as to the eating of food
offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no



real existence,” and that “there is no God but
one.” 5 For although there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one
God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7

However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do
not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care
that this right of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone sees
you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple,
will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak,
to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the
brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore,
if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

B. Vaccines in the Modern World

The dilemma:
1. Life begins at conception.
2. Deliberately ending embryonic human life is
murdering a boy or girl (5th commandment).
3. Using embryonic tissue, especially embryonic
tissue from an elective abortion, is an immoral act.
4. In 1972 a baby in the Netherlands was electively
aborted; some of the babies’ cells were frozen.



5. In 1973 a researcher successfully cloned a line of
kidney cells in experiment #293; henceforth Human
Embryonic Kidney (HEK 293).
6. This line of cells has been used for almost 50
years in medical research.
7. Researchers do not HAVE to use fetal cells for
research.
8. All Covid-19 vaccines presently available to us
have used embryonic tissue in either development,
testing, or production.
9. For some of us, Covid-19 is very dangerous.
10. We have a responsibility to care for our
neighbors (5th commandment).

Conclusion

Sometimes in Christ a decision is not as clear as
you’d like it to be. Sometimes you just have to make
a decision.

In Baptism Christ claims us as His own. In the Lord’s
Supper you receive Christ’s Body and Blood for the
forgiveness of your sins.

CCT: Our Lord Jesus Christ, true God in the flesh,
cleanses our consciences and sets us free to serve.


