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A Part of Something Greater
by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

All Saints Day
1 November, A.D. 2020

Rev 7.9-17; 1 Jn 3.1-3; Mt 5.1-12

Introduction

1 John 3:2–3 (ESV)
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall
be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

What—primarily—is All Saints Day about?

CCT: ______________ forgiving presence propels
us forward to glory.

The Blessed One

Matthew 5:3–11 (ESV)
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

Us:

Christ:

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted.

Us.

Christ:
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5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth.

Meekness [praus] “is that temper of spirit in which we accept
His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing
or resisting.” (Vines Expository Dictionary, 55)

Us:

Christ:

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Us:

Christ:

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall re-
ceive mercy.

Us:

Christ:

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God.

Us:

Christ:

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.
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Us:

Christ:

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others re-
vile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account.

Us:

Christ:

Conclusion

In each of these cases, what do we see?

What is the commonality we have with all the
saints?

Revelation 7:9–10 (ESV)
9 . . . great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!”

On what basis do we stand before God?
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ALL SAINTS 2020

“Blessed are they…”

Dennis Zastrow

Marcella Neitzel

Ron Jaeger

Don Gauerke

Ken Groenke

Amy Brockway

John Dahm

Tony Wilson

James Bratz

John Tesch

Ken Dinnauer

All saints are gifts from God whose witness inspires us and whose

example encourages us to greater faith and service to the Lord.

More than merely remembering those who have gone on before

us, we give thanks to God for their lives and faithful witness. We

remember that saints are not people who live “perfect” lives but

the redeemed of the Lord who responded to the Lord’s invitation

with faith and trust. As the Church Militant, still struggling, we

pledge to continue the struggle and fight the good fight of faith

until we join the Church Triumphant—the Church in heaven.

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on."
"Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor,

for their deeds will follow them."


