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August 9, 2020 
 
 
Dear Families and Friends of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church and School, 
 
As you may have already heard, I am retiring from the teaching ministry of the LCMS, and 
subsequently St. Paul's Lutheran School. Although it was my intention to teach one more year, it 
became clear to me in June that God was leading me in a different direction. My aging mother-in-
law, who has been living with us since April 2019 is in need of more active caregiving. While I have 
been blessed with good health and have no qualms about the safe environment at St. Paul's, I also 
have to take into consideration what I may inadvertently bring home to the elder Mrs. Kelling. 
After prayerful consideration, and discussions with my family, I decided retirement is the best 
choice for me at this time. 
 
I am so very thankful for the 25 years God has allowed me to teach at St. Paul's, as well as the 35 
blessing-filled total years in the teaching ministry. St. Paul's has been a stable anchor for our 
family, as our three children received their Christian education here, and have remained strong in 
their faith (and still connected to life-long friendships with St. Paul's classmates and former 
teachers). The teaching staff has been my family as we taught, worshiped, celebrated and 
mourned together. I will always consider my past students "my kids" as I follow their faith life, and 
pray they always remember what they learned in first grade - that Jesus loves them, is their 
Savior, and will always be with them! Parents of my students were my partners in educating their 
young ones, and I don't know how I could have successfully taught without their help and God's 
help. Even though I was not always a voting member of St. Paul's congregation, as I was 
connected with my husband's pastoral ministry, I still consider this congregation "home". 
 
I am very pleased to "pass the baton" to Mrs. Marcie Nelson, knowing that Jesus will guide and 
bless her teaching ministry at St. Paul's as He did mine. We have been meeting so as to make this 
transition a smooth and seamless one. I hope to be able to volunteer or be involved in some 
capacity at school in the future but will wait to see how that will transpire given the current 
circumstances. God is good, all the time! 
 
May God continue to bless the ministry of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church and School! 
 
For the Master Teacher, 
 

Stephanie Kelling 
 
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11 
 
 

 

Worship Schedule:  Saturday 5:00 p.m.   Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional in the Church 
 Sunday 10:30 a.m. Contemporary in the Church  (Summer) Wednesdays 6:30 pm Lakeside  

Time to Grow (Sunday School) Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 


