
Palm Sunday: April 5, 2020 
 
Pre-Service Music 
 
Welcome 
 
Procession of Palms 

 
Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
  
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered 
to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we 
may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet 
Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:12–19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
P  The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even 
the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is 
written, 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

  



His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been 
done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the 
crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. So the 
Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after him.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. 
 

Processional Hymn: 443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
 
  



Confession and Absolution 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation LSB 151 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Palm Sunday 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we 
may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers 
of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4–9a 

The Lord GOD has given me 
 the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 
 him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
 he awakens my ear 
 to hear as those who are taught. 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious; 
 I turned not backward. 
I gave my back to those who strike, 



 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
 from disgrace and spitting. 

But the Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
 He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
 Let him come near to me. 
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 2:5–11 
 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse for Lent LSB 157 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
  

 
  
 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, 

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and 
the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 
up, saying, “Who is this?” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 

Sit 
 

  



Hymn of the Day: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon: Why Are You Cheering? Pastor O’Donnell 

 
  



Why Are You Cheering? 
by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 

 
Palm Sunday 

5 April, A.D. 2020 
Isa 50.4-9a; Phil 2.5-11; Mt 21.1-10 

Introduction 
 
Matthew 21:7–11 

 
Why are the crowds cheering Jesus’ entry?   
 
 
 
Why can it be “awesome” to be in a crowd? 
 
 
 
Why do so many Christians eagerly anticipate the resumption of physical gatherings? 
 
 
 
Why can crowds be spiritually dangerous? 
 
 
 
We see the fickleness of crowds on Palm Sunday, but What do we see above all? (Cf. 
Phil 2.5-11) 
 
 
 
 
CCT: [Jesus Christ’s sacrifice] proves Him the _________ of Service. 
 
I. The Journey of Holy Week 
 
What has Christ come to reconcile? 
 
 
Jesus is Prophet, Priest, and _______. How does He fulfill these offices in the events of 
Holy Week? 
 
 
 
  
 
   
Why did He come?  
 
 



 
II. The Spiritual Danger of Crowds 
 
The late Eugene Peterson to a pastoral colleague who was leaving his church for a bigger 
crowd: 
 

The only way the Christian life is brought to maturity is through intimacy, renunciation, and 
personal deepening. And the pastor is in a key position to nurture such maturity. It is true that 
these things can take place in the context of large congregations, but only by strenuously going 
against the grain. Largeness is an impediment, not a help. 
 
Classically, there are three ways in which humans try to find transcendence—religious meaning, 
God meaning—apart from God as revealed in the cross of Jesus: through the ecstasy of alcohol and 
drugs, through the ecstasy of recreational sex, though the ecstasy of crowds. Church leaders 
frequently warn against the drugs and the sex, but, at least in America, almost never against the 
crowds. Probably because they get so much ego benefit from the crowds. 
 
But a crowd destroys the spirit as thoroughly as excessive drink and depersonalized sex. It takes 
us out of ourselves, but not to God, only away from. The religious hunger is rooted in the 
unsatisfactory nature of the self.  We hunger to escape the dullness, the boredom, the 
tiresomeness of me.  We can escape upward or downward. Drugs and depersonalized sex are a 
false transcendence downward. A crowd is an exercise is false transcendence upward, which is why 
all crowds are spiritually pretty much the same, whether at football games, political rallies, or 
church. . . .— Eugene Peterson, The Pastor, pp. 156-157 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
What don’t we have this year? 
 
 
Why might that be a good thing? 
 
 
Are all crowds bad? 
 
 
Where do you need to repent on this issue of crowd behavior? 
 
 
 
What do we need above all? 
  



Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 

 
Offering Announcement 
 
Stand 

 



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 
  



Hymn: 444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005757 
Tune: Public domain 



Announcements 
 
Hymn Sing (time permitting) 
 
Hymn: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005757 

 
  



Hymn: 335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice 

 

 

 
 

Postlude 
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