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True Freedom
by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Reformation Day (obs.)

27 October, A.D. 2019

Rev 14.6-7; Rom 3.19-28; John 8.31-36

Introduction

We talk a lot in our country about “freedom.” What

is usually meant when that is said?

What are the consequences when we live like that?

“Freedom” in our culture often means “absolute

freedom” or radical, _____________, autonomy.”

On a related note, what do we often avoid telling

people? Why? What “rule” are we violating?

We say “no boundaries!” but we know that in order

to actually live we _____________ them.

Greek word for this “no boundaries philosophy”: an-

omie. It literally means “_________________.”

“No boundaries” = Anomie = _______-god.

Anomie is having the self as god, and that leads to

______________________.
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CCT: True freedom is having Jesus Christ as

______.

I. True Freedom: Take the Blinders Off

John 8:31–33 (ESV)
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If

you abide in my word, you are trulymy disciples, 32

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you

free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abra-

ham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is

it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

Take the blinders off!

1 John 3:4 (ESV)
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also prac-

tices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.

“I ______________ participate in the culture of

lawlessness! I don’t worship _____________!” Re-

ally?

Romans 3:19 (ESV)
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks

to those who are under the law, so that every mouth

may be stopped, and the whole world may be held ac-
countable to God.

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
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What can be better than having a drink

with friends, eating yummy food, and

talking about things that are truly

important?

Each month we’ll gather from 5:00–5:30 pm to hear the

brewmaster tell us about a new beer, and then we’ll sample it

(or just hear about it if you’re not a beer fan )! At 5:30 our
presenters, with beer in hand and jolly in mood, will take the

mic and give a conversational talk on a serious theological

subject. Presenters will talk and take questions until about
6:15, and then we’ll eat and chat amongst ourselves,

concluding at 7:00 pm.

Third Sundays 5:00–7:00 pm

BrewFinity Brewery

N58W39800 Industrial Rd. Suite D. Oconomowoc, WI 53066

www.brewfinitybrewing.com

November 17

“Intentional Joy-Filled Living”

(Life Hacks for Christian Living)

Presenter: Greg Hovland

Reformation

Tap Society

Craft Beer

Friendly Conversation

Serious Theology
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Reformation

Tap Society

Craft Beer

Friendly Conversation

Serious Theology

BABYSITTING AVAILABLE

WHERE: St. Paul’s Lutheran School

TIME: 4:30–7:30 pm

COST: Free will offering

Funds will go towards the 2020 South Dakota trip

Please call Heather Scheuer at

262–563–8174

and let her know if you are coming.

Dinner will be provided.
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What are ways that you show that you, too, partici-
pate in the culture of lawlessness?

Christian and non-Christian alike:we need

R _ _ _ _ _.

II. The Rescuer

Romans 7:24–25 (ESV)
24 Wretched man that I am!Who will deliverme from

this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord! . . .

Romans 3:23–25 (ESV)
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness . . .

The “no god” who is no god would have you trust in

yourself.... but that leads to destruction.

The God who is good—the God of righteousness—

did what for you?

What is “propitiation”?

John 8:36 (ESV)
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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Conclusion: Free for What?

Galatians 5:13 (ESV)
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use

your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love

serve one another.

CCT: ______ freedom is having Jesus Christ as

Lord.

Freely you have __________ the grace of Christ;

freely give.


