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Christ Changes Our
“Default Settings”
by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 7C)
23 June, A.D. 2019

Isa 65.1-9; Gal 3.23-4.7; Lk 8.26-39

Introduction

Do “default settings” on devices matter that much in

the grand scheme of things?

Why do our spiritual default settings matter?

CCT: Jesus Christ rescues us from our self-

__________________ default settings and calls us to
the Way of Life.

I. Our Spiritual “Default Settings”

What do two-year-old tantrums tell us about our

default settings?

What does God tell us about our spiritual default

settings? (Isaiah 65:2

We are all, by nature, prone to self-_____________

behavior. When we get deep into these how can we

come to feel?
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II. Christ Rescues the Demoniac

The man in Luke 8 has more than an addiction or

schizophrenia. What does he have?

What are demons? What is their goal?

The man is so desperate that only ________ can

rescue him. What happens?

Matthew 11:5–6 (ESV)
5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one

who is not offended byme.”

What do all the miracles of Jesus point to?

What is history’s greatest display of power?

Why is this important for us?
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III. Jesus Changes Our Default Settings

Galatians 3:27 (ESV)
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

What does our Baptism mean for us?

Why is “going home” sometimes a challenge?

Part of maturing in Christ is learning to:
make use of the ________ Word of Christ.
recognize that the Way of Christ is not
___________.

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12, ESV)

“. . . take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for
your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of
peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. . . ” (Ephesians 6:13–18, ESV)

Conclusion
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