The Grace that Gives us Joy
by Rev. Lance Armstrong O’Donnell, Senior Pastor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin
The 4th Sunday in Advent + Lessons & Carols
23 December, A.D. 2018
Mic 5.2-5a; Heb 10.5-10; Lk 1.39-45

Pre-Service Message
CCT: God comes to us with grace, and that gives us
__________.
Introduction
Again, think about a time when you were so excited
you couldn’t contain yourself...

I. A Fearful Journey Ending in Joy
A. Mary’s Journey
Luke 1:39–45 (ESV)
v. 39-40. How far was Mary’s walk to the hill
country?
What did Mary likely think about along the way?

B. Elizabeth and John Confess Christ
vv. 41-45.
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Elizabeth “filled with the Spirit” is not just an
______________. What had God revealed to her
and her husband, Zechariah?

How big is Jesus when Mary visit’s Zechariah’s
home?
What does Elizabeth confess about the child in
Mary’s womb?
Why is John’s leaping a confession of faith? How can
it be compared to other such confessions?

Why are Elizabeth and Mary and baby John the
Baptist filled with joy?
II. The Power of Music
Throughout Scripture key figures and key moments
break out in _______________.
Mary: Magnificat; Zechariah: Benedictus; Angels
after Jesus' birth: Gloria in Excelsis; Simeon: Nunc
Dimittis.
There is something about music that touches our
_____________ in a way that words alone usually
cannot.
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Discordant music can bear witness to a soul in
anguish... and even _________________ to that
anguish.
Harmonious music that upholds the Word of God
can ________ the soul, relieve burdens. It is
mellifluous.
Mel, Latin for ____________ + fluere, Latin
verb “to ____________” = mellifluous, “sweet
__________________,” like flowing honey.
We are reminded today that God keeps his
_______________. What is the key promise?
Hebrews 10:10 (ESV)
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And by that will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Conclusion

CCT: God comes to us with grace, and that gives us
_________________.
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ARE YOU AN ALUMNUS OF
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL?
We would love to stay in touch to keep up with what you are doing and
let you know what is happening here at your alma mater. Would you
please share your contact information with us?
Name:
Maiden Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:
Family members’ names and ages:

Would you like to receive an electronic copy of our school newsletter?
<HV1R
St. Paul’s Lutheran School graduation year:
Years of attendance:
In what industry do you work?:
Name of Employer:
Does your company participate in matching gifts?

<HV1R

Would you like to share your information with other alumni?
(list would not be for others to use as a mailing list)

<HV1R

Current church home:
Favorite memories of St. Paul’s?
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