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DECEMBER EPISTLE

From the Pastor
Rev. Steve Scharnell

It’s December, and it may be too early for some of you, but I would like to talk

about Christmas. Christmas is by far my favorite celebration. Of course I

have all of my childhood memories and all of my traditions that I insist

on...every year...no questions asked, but I’m not going to bore you with them

because they don’t mean anything to you. Also, Christmas is different for all

of us. For some it isn’t their favorite. For some it may be lonely or it may

bring bad memories, or anxiety of family get-togethers. I don’t know what it is

for you, but I do pray for God’s peace for each and every one of you.

But those are all worldly things. Good traditions or bad memories are all of this world. What I would

like to talk about is the Good News that is for all of you. Talking about the incarnation of our Savior

may sound cliché’. The kids teach us this every year in their Christmas program. As cute as they

are, the story is the same, right?

Right. And thanks be to God it is, because we need it this year just as much as last year, and every

year for the past 2000+ years. We need the hope of a Savior as much as ever. You see, the

Messiah, the promise of a Savior is timeless.

Over 2000 years ago God sent His Son, the fulfillment of a Promise He made so long ago. God

knew that even in the year 2018 we would need a Savior. He knew that in 2018 there would still be

people searching for meaning, for peace, for the void in their hearts to be filled. The need hasn’t

changed, so the story, the Truth, hasn’t changed.

As a child of God, in this gift giving season, you still have the greatest gift to give those in need. You

have the Good News. In the words of the angels, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of

great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

As you celebrate the glory of Christmas, in whatever form that takes, be sure to announce Jesus’

saving work to others also. The Savior is your peace and joy this day and always!

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased.”
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“All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children.”

(Isaiah 54:13, ESV)

In 2010 my husband and I received some terrible news early one morning- his younger

brother, Jason, had overdosed on heroin and had died. He was only 24 years old, and sadly,

ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�Ă�ůŽŶŐ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘�tĞ�ŚĂĚ�ǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ�
Śŝŵ�ǁƌĞƐƚůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ƚƌŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�Įůů�ƚŚĞ�ĞŵƉƟŶĞƐƐ�ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�ǁĂǇ�
possible, never finding peace. Tragically, this is a far too common scenario in this day and 
age.

Life can be hard, and all the different stages of life come with unique challenges. A deaconess 
can reach people of all ages and stages with the love and mercy of Christ. Last month I began

ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ǁĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�Ă�ĚĞĂĐŽŶĞƐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƐĞƌǀĞ͕�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǀŝƐŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�
month I have decided to focus on youth ministry. As a theologically trained church worker, a

ĚĞĂĐŽŶĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�Įůů�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌ͕�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�
'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�tŽƌĚ͘�tŚĞŶ�/�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶŝƟĂůůǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉůĂƟŶŐ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�/�ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚĞĞŶĂŐĞƌƐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŝƚ�ĂƐ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘�/�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĚƌŝǀĞƐ͕�ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ�ŶƵƌƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽŵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�Ă�
homeless shelter. Yet, while these things are important and they teach mercy in a way that helps connect the Bible with the

world around us, these things are not the reason youth ministry is so vital. Others might remember the entertainment of

youth group lock-ŝŶƐ͕�ĚĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌŝƉƐ�ƚŽ�ĂŵƵƐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉĂƌŬƐ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ĨƵŶ�ĨĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ǁĞ�
are together with other believers, but these are not the most important parts of youth work either.

Youth ministry is so important because young people have the opportunity to dig into the Bible and learn more about

^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͕�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ�ŽƵƌ�&ĂƚŚĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘�Ϯ�dŝŵŽƚŚǇ�ϯ͗ϭϰ-15 says,
͞�Ƶƚ�ĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ͕�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĮƌŵůǇ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ͕�ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁŚŽŵ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�
ŚŽǁ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ�
through faith in Christ Jesus.” This understanding of God through His Word is not a head knowledge that is separate from our

day to day lives-�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͘�/Ĩ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ĂƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͕�ǇŽƵŶŐ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ͕�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƐƚƌĂǇŝŶŐ�ĚŽǁŶ�ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ�ƉĂƚŚƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐůĞĂƌ�
understanding of our value and worth in Christ leads many young people to dark places such as depression, drug abuse, and

suicide. Equally as dangerous, it can also lead down paths that appear ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ďǇ�ǁŽƌůĚůǇ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�ďƵƚ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�
ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ĚĂŵŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĨ�ǁŽƌƚŚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐ�ŵŽŶĞǇ͕�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕�Žƌ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�
God. A caring deaconess can help young people see the problems and sorrows on these paths. She can point to the paths of

righteousness through the light of God’s Word!

�ŚƌŝƐƚ�ůĂŝĚ�ĚŽǁŶ�,ŝƐ�ůŝĨĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�,ŝƐ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŽƵƌ�'ŽĚ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ĨĂŝƚŚ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
adopted as sons and daughters of our heavenly Father, where we had been enemies with God. A deaconess who is serving as

a youth leader, working together with parents as they teach the faith in their homes, helps young people grasp how deeply

ůŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ďǇ�'ŽĚ͕�ŚŽǁ�ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐŝŶƐ͕�ĨĞĂƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐĞĐƵƌŝƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌƐ�ŝŶ�
Christ.

dŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ĨĂůƐĞŚŽŽĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞŶǇ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�^ĂƚĂŶ�ǁŝůů�ĂƩĞŵƉƚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�ƵƐ�ĂǁĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�'ŽĚ͘���������������
Throughout all of our lives we will experience sickness, loss, and hardship- this is unavoidable. Yet, because we are children

of God, we can have peace in all circumstances of life as we cling to Jesus and lay our burdens down at the foot of the cross.

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no

one will snatch them out of My hand,” John 10:28.

Christ’s peace,

Michelle Oddsen

Deaconess Intern
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MEMORIALS

Marion Hendrickson $25.00

Brad Eggers $100.00

Ralph Christian $120.00

Ian McMillan
December 5

th

Jean Fisher
December 9

th

William Anderson
�ŽŶĂůĚ�^ĐŚŵŝƩ
December 12

th

Richard Thurow
December 13

th

Mary Ann Ashworth
December 14

th

Carol Allen
December 16

th

Jan Muecke
December 18

th

Arlene Holzhueter
December 19

th

George Nagel
December 21

st

David Sullivan
December 24

th

Gary Broege
December 27

th

Marilynn Roecker
December 31

st

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

For our members 70+ years
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UPCOMING SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES AND EVENTS
FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2018

Saturday December 1 Traditional Worship Service (TIME CHANGE)

Wednesday December 5 Advent Hymn Sing

Midweek Advent Worship

Advent Dinner (sponsored by HS Youth)

Advent Hymn Sing

Midweek Advent Worship

Wednesday December 12 Advent Hymn Sing

Midweek Advent Worship

Advent Dinner (sponsored by HS Youth)

Advent Hymn Sing

Midweek Advent Worship

Wednesday December 19 St. Paul’s Day School Christmas Service

Advent Dinner (sponsored by HS Youth)

St. Paul’s Day School Christmas Service

Saturday December 22 A Service in Lessons & Carols

Sunday December 23 A Service in Lessons & Carols

Sunday December 23 Contemporary Christmas Worship Service

Monday December 24 Family Worship Service

The Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Midnight

Tuesday December 25 Christmas Day Service

Saturday December 29 Traditional Worship Service

Sunday December 30 Traditional Worship Service

Sunday December 30 Contemporary Worship Service

THERE WILL NOT BE A 5:30 PM NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP SERVICE THIS YEAR

3:00 pm

12:00 pm

12:15 pm

5:15 pm

6:15 pm

6:30 pm

12:00 pm

12:15 pm

5:15 pm

6:15 pm

6:30 pm

12:15 pm

5:15 pm

6:30 pm

5:00 pm

8:00 am

10:30 am

3:00 pm

5:00 pm & 7:00 pm

10:30 pm

9:00 am

5:00 pm

8:00 am

10:30 am

Your help is needed!
Your Stephen Ministry Team wants to thank those
who came to hear about St. Paul’s Stephen Ministry
Program. We have members of our church family
who need care from a Stephen Minister. There are
not enough Stephen Ministers to help them. Please

pray about this and ask the Lord to guide you. Your church family needs YOU. Please call the church
office at 262.567.5001 for more information. Thank you.
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Are you an alumnus of

st. paul’s lutheran school?

We would love to stay in touch to keep up with what you are doing and let you know what is happening here

at your alma mater. Would you please share your contact information with us?

Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Maiden Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________

Family members names and ages: __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive an electronic copy of our school newsletter?: �<HV��1R

St. Paul’s Lutheran School graduation year: ____________________________________________________

Years of attendance: _____________________________________________________________________

In what industry do you work? ______________________________________________________________

Name of Employer: _______________________________________________________________________

Does your company participate in matching gifts? �<HV��1R

Would you like to share your information with other alumni? �<HV��1R
(list would not be for others to use as a mailing list)

Current church home: _____________________________________________________________________

Favorite memories of St. Paul’s? ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Lutheran Women’s

Missionary League

Lutheran Women in Mission

LWML members packed 37 Christmas shoe boxes at our November meeting. Thanks to all
who donated items and cost of shipping!

We will be having our annual Christmas devotion and fellowship on Tuesday, December 11th at
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please note date and time change. Bring a treat, savory or
sweet and join us for an inspirational evening. Remember your red stocking for our special
mission!

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
Baptism
Penelope Margaret Ann, daughter of Jeremy & Kristin (Hertneky) Guza

Baptized 1894 Confirmed 1111



WORSHIP SERVICE TIME CHANGE
The Oconomowoc Christmas Parade is at 5:00 pm on Saturday, December 1st. Due to the
difficulty this will pose in accessing our parking lot and church entrance for our Saturday
evening worship service that day, WE ARE MOVING OUR WORSHIP TIME BACK TO
3:00 PM. Please make a note of it.

CHRISTMAS CARING TREE GIFTS
It's here! The best giving time of the year! We are blessed to be able to help those

children in need from our community along with the residents of Bethesda.

The Christmas Caring trees are in the narthex and in the school entryway with the

ornaments which have the child's/Bethesda resident's name, their age, and choice of

asked for gift or clothing items (recommended price range $20/$25). If you would

like to make someone’s Christmas a little more special, please take one or more “ornaments” from

the tree.

On the back of the ornament are the instructions for this gift with due date (December

10th) for the gift to be returned to the church in time for pickup and delivery.

If for some reason you want to participate and are unable to get the gift and wrap it,

please consider the idea of offering a gift card (use the SCRIP program!) or money to

purchase a gift card. Please give this to the church office or in the offering plate (in an

envelope marked Christmas Caring Tree).

For any questions please reach out to Lynne Lavota @ 262-527-4768.

Thank you again for all your support and have a blessed holiday season.

CHRISTMAS FOOD BAGS

The Lord's Cupboard is handing out Christmas food bags to families that need a
little extra help because of an illness in the family, financial problems, or something

similar. Please call the church office at 567-5001 or come to the Lord's Cupboard

food pantry on the 1st or 3rd Mondays between 5:30 pm and 6:30 pm to sign up.

Sign up ends on December 7th. You can pick up the bags on Monday, December
17th, between 5:30 pm and 6:30 pm in the school lobby.

We will need help packing the food bags on December 15th at 4:00 pm in the

Fellowship Hall, it only takes about one hour, please join us.

The Denny Zastrow Sing-a-Long and Journeymen’s 14th annual Christmas Party

Once again the Journeymen are having a Christmas Party celebrating the joy the
Christ-Child brings to our lives and especially the fellowship for us as Christian
men! The 14th Annual Journeymen Christmas party is on Saturday, December 22nd

at Pete Sheild’s from 7:30 am—9:00 am. All men of the congregation are
invited. Pete lives at 15 White Tail Lane, Oconomowoc. Please contact the church
office or Dave Meyer at 920-279-5860 or dm202124@gmail.com to RSVP and
bring a friend!
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Reaching, Serving & Growing

Disciples!

Phone: 262-567-5001
Fax: 262-567-1207
Website: www.splco.org

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, School & ECC
210 E. Pleasant St.
Oconomowoc, WI 53066-3050

A time to prepare our hearts for Christmas.
Women of St. Paul’s, young and old, please join us for

an intimate evening of songs and scripture to ready

our hearts and calm our minds during the beautiful

season of Advent.

Registration is required by November 28th. Please

complete the form below and drop in the offering

plate, or you can call the church office at 262-567-

5001 to register.

Name: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

We encourage you to invite a friend too!

Those attending will be asked to bring a plate of small bite appetizers or dessert.

For more information, please email Cheryl Tesch at cltiag2014@gmail.com or Angie Scharnell at

angiescharnell@gmail.com.

Sunday, December 2, 2018

4:30 – 6:00 PM


