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Unbelievable News
All of us have aches, pains and illnesses that lead us to a doctor for relief. In most
ĐĂƐĞƐ͕ŽƵƌƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƐĂƌĞŶ͛ƚƚĞƌŵŝŶĂů͕ďƵƚŝƌƌŝƚĂƟŶŐĂŶĚĚĞďŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ͘ŌĞƌĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕
ƚŚĞĚŽĐƚŽƌƚĞůůƐƵƐǁŚĂƚ͛ƐǁƌŽŶŐ͕ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĚǁŝƚŚŝŶĚĂǇƐǁĞĨĞĞůďĞƩĞƌ
as the suﬀering goes away. I doubt we would seek a “second opinion” for such things.
We trust the doctor’s ﬁrst diagnosis and plan for our care. We do as he says and move
on with our lives.
But what if our illness is far more serious? We may sense something is terribly
wrong, and expect the worst from the doctor we have trusted for years. And then it
comes –ŽƵƌŝůůŶĞƐƐ͕ǁŚŝĐŚǁĞŚĂĚŚŽƉĞĚǁĂƐĐƵƌĂďůĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂů
care is TERMINAL! Those words spoken by a trusted friend, are now called into
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ǁĞ ŽƉĞŶůǇ ƐĞĞŬ ;Žƌ ƚŚĞ ĚŽĐƚŽƌ ĞǀĞŶ ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƐ ŽŶĞͿ Ă ͞ƐĞĐŽŶĚ
opinion” or “second look” at the test results from another expert. The ﬁrst diagnosis
was not enough – not good enough.

 dŚŝŶŬŽĨĂƟŵĞŝŶǇŽƵƌůŝĨĞǁŚĞŶďŽƚŚƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽƐǁĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ– you trusted the
ĮƌƐƚ ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐŝƐ ĂŶĚ ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͖ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ǁŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ƐŽƵŐŚƚ ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů
ǀĞƌŝĮĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĐĂƌĞ͘,ŽǁĨĂƌǁŝůůǇŽƵŐŽƚŽŐĞƚƚŚĞŽƉŝŶŝŽŶǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽŚĞĂƌ͍
Two, three, four or more before you accept the original or ﬁnal diagnosis?
DĂŶǇ ƟŵĞƐ͕ :ĞƐƵƐ ƐƉŽŬĞ ƚŚĞ ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐŝƐ ŽĨ ǁŚĂƚ ǁĂƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŚĂƉƉĞŶ ŝŶ ,ŝƐ ůŝĨĞ
prior to the Holy Week events. His words seemed so unbelievable, most ignored the
impact of what He said. How the rush of that Maundy Thursday evening in the Garden
changed all that. Within 12 hours of that “prayerful” night, Jesus was hanging and
dying on a cross in full view of mourners and mockers. The reality of His forewarned
ĚĞĂƚŚǁĂƐŶŽǁďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐƚŽƐŝŶŬĂŶĚƐŽĂŬŝŶ͘/ƚǁĂƐƚĞƌŵŝŶĂů͊DĂŶǇƟŵĞƐƚŚĞǁŽƌĚƐ
we hear from our trusted doctor are the same – unbelievable (maybe even
unacceptable) news! It comes too fast and furious for us to comprehend and believe.
Many of us have heard, read, and told the story of Christ’s suﬀering and death on
the cross –ŝƚ͛ƐĞǀĞŶƉĂƌƚŽĨŽƵƌǁĞĞŬůǇƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŽĨĨĂŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƌĞĞĚƐ͕ďƵƚƵŶƟůǁĞ
visibly relive it (ex: watching the Passion of the Christ movie) it catches us all
breathless.
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Words are easy to speak and hear, but mentally & physically taking them to heart is a
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŵĂƩĞƌ͘

 dŚŝŶŬ ŽĨ Ă ƟŵĞ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ůŝĨĞ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐŝƐ ŚŝƚƐ ŚŽŵĞ͖ /ƚ ŝƐ
terminal, suﬀering will remain, life will end. How do you prepare for that
journey? How did Jesus prepare? How can we ﬁnd comfort in that?

Believable News
ƐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕ǁĞŬŶŽǁƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇ͖“and on the third day He rose again
from the dead.” Most of the disciples (and the Jews) missed that part of the
diagnosis. They got wrapped up in their moment – Jesus was living and walking with
them now, things aren’t going to change. But things did change – just as Jesus
foretold.
A few of the disciples and women rushed to the tomb to view an empty cave.
The reality of words they previously heard ﬁnally meant something to them, but they
ƐƟůů ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ – a “second opinion” or “second look”. They
weren’t willing to accept what their trusted friends said. Jesus had to return and stand
before them physically – and show them His ǁŽƵŶĚƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌ;ŽƵƌͿƌĞĚĞŵƉƟŽŶ before
they would believe. I can only imagine they watched every move He made, making
ƐƵƌĞ,ĞǁĂƐĂůŝǀĞĂŶĚŶŽƚĂŐŚŽƐƚ͕ĂŶĚƉĞĞƌĞĚŽŌĞŶĂƚƚŚĞŵĂƌŬƐŽĨĐƌƵĐŝĮǆŝŽŶ͘:ĞƐƵƐ
changed the minds of unbelieving friends to living reality.
Sin causes us to seek a second opinion, to even take a second look into the tomb.
Maybe like Thomas, we will sneak a glance at the hands of Christ once we enter
eternity –ũƵƐƚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞ͘dŚŽŵĂƐǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƵŶƟůŚĞƐĂǁƚŚĞŵ͘

 How about you? Is your faith strong enough to believe what Christ has done for
ǇŽƵǁŝƚŚŽƵƚŚĂǀŝŶŐƚŽƚĂŬĞĂƐĞĐŽŶĚůŽŽŬ͍Kƌ͕ƚŽƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƚŚĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞŐƌĂĐĞ,Ğ
ŽīĞƌƐǇŽƵŝŶƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞ͞ĐƌŽǁŶŽĨůŝĨĞ͟ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͍
dŚĞ ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ ĐĂƵŐŚƚ ŵĂŶǇ – believers and unbelievers – by surprise. That’s
human nature. We need proof – to see it for ourselves – to check, recheck and double
ĐŚĞĐŬďĞĨŽƌĞǁĞďĞůŝĞǀĞ͘tŝƚŚĂůůŽĨƚŚĞĚŝƐƚƌĂĐƟŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĂƌŽƵŶĚƵƐĂŶĚ^ĂƚĂŶ
ﬁnding new ways to deceive us, God wants us to be sure and not deceived. It’s OK to
ďĞůŝŬĞdŚŽŵĂƐ͘/͛ŵƐƵƌĞƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůůďĞĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇŶŽƋƵĞƐƟŽŶtŚŽǁŝůůďĞǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐ
and standing before us at the gates of heaven. In knowing the world from which we
have come, I truly believe that Jesus will not wait for us to ask for a “second opinion or
look”, He will just show us His hands – undeniable proof of His love for us and the
truth of all He said.
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:29

CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
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LIFE TOGETHER BIBLE STUDY
Dates: April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16
Time: 6:15 pm—7:15 pm
Place: Room 219
“A Christian is called to be a living, working part of the
corporate body of Christ. The personal relationship (with
Him) and the corporate membership (with each other)
are two sides of the same coin, inextricably linked.”
Connected to Christ: Why Membership Matters presents
biblical reasoning for why church membership is a crucial
aspect of Christianity. Every believer - regardless of
one's gender, ethnicity, economic class, political party,
or level of education - is part of the Church.
Being a member of a church isn't just about tithing and
having your name on a roster. It's about supporting your
brothers and sisters, holding them accountable, and
regularly receiving God's Word and Sacraments with
them.
The book may be purchased at Amazon.com (paperback
or Kindle version) or at cph.org. Enter “Connected to
Christ: Why Membership Matters” in the search bar. The
author is Peter Speckhard. If you need assistance
ordering the book, please contact Heather in the church
office at 262-567-5001 by Friday, April 13th.
The Bible Study will be led by Pastor Scharnell. Please
have the Introduction and Chapter 1 read by the
first class on April 18th.
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“Let There Be Bees on Earth”
Mother ~ Daughter ~ Friend Banquet
Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Oconomowoc Golf Club
Adults: $20.00

Children: $10 (3-11 yrs)

Menu: Pork Tenderloin
Menu:Chicken Tenders
Twice-Baked Potato
Mac ‘n Cheese
California Blend Veggies
Fruit
Salad, Rolls & Dessert
Ice Cream
Coffee & Milk
Milk
Fellowship

6:00 pm

Dinner

7:00 pm

Entertainment to follow dinner!
Get your Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet tickets from
the church office (262.567.5001) or one of our officers:
Judy Braatz (262.567.7787), Mary Lou Pagenkopf
(262.354.3010), Sue Lindemann (262.567.8985) or
Sharon Peterson (262.490.8671) no later than Tuesday,
May 8th.
Bring a bag of Hard Candy for

Preferred flavors:
Root Beer
Peppermint
Lemon
Ginger
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