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^ĞǀĞƌĂů ƟŵĞƐ ŝŶ ^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͕ :ĞƐƵƐ ƐƉĞĂŬƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ďĞŝŶŐ ƌĞĂĚǇ͘  ůů ŽĨ ƚŚĞƐĞ
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐĨŽƌĞƐŚĂĚŽǁƚŚĞĞŶĚƟŵĞƐŽĨǁŚŝĐŚǁĞĂƌĞĞŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ͘:ĞƐƵƐƚĞůůƐƵƐƚŽďĞ
ready for His second coming, the day and hour unknown. Many of these examples
ĂůƐŽŝŶĐůƵĚĞǁĂƌŶŝŶŐƐŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐŝĨǁĞĂƌĞŶŽƚƌĞĂĚǇĂŶĚǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘dŚĞ
ƐƚŽƌǇŝŶDĂƩŚĞǁŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘
dĞŶ ǀŝƌŐŝŶƐ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ ƚŽ Ă ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ ƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ͘  tĞ ĐĂŶ ŽŶůǇ ĂƐƐƵŵĞ
ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŐŝǀĞŶĂŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ͘tŝƚŚƚŚĂƚŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶƐŚŽƵůĚ
ĐŽŵĞ Ă ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ͘ /Ŷ ŽƵƌ ĚĂǇ͕ ǁĞ ƐƚĂƌƚ ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ
ĚĂƚĞ͕ƚŚĞŐŝŌ͕ǁŚŽŵŝŐŚƚďĞƚŚĞƌĞ͕ŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƚŽƚŚĞĐŽƵƉůĞ͕ĞǀĞŶǁŚĂƚǁĞ
ŵŝŐŚƚǁĂŶƚƚŽǁĞĂƌ͘tĞǁĂƐƚĞŶŽƟŵĞŐĞƫŶŐƌĞĂĚǇ͕ĞǀĞŶŝĨŝƚ͛ƐĂǇĞĂƌŽƌŵŽƌĞ
out.
 How prepared were the virgins when the day ﬁnally came?
 &ŝǀĞǁĞƌĞŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚĂƐďĞŝŶŐ͞ĨŽŽůŝƐŚ͟ĞǀĞŶďĞĨŽƌĞǁĞŬŶĞǁǁŚǇ͘tŚĂƚ
is Jesus inferring about their commitment to the bridegroom?
 What makes the remaining ﬁve “wise”?
DĂŶǇƟŵĞƐǁĞŚĂǀĞƚŽǁĂŝƚĨŽƌƚŚĞǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƉĂƌƚǇƚŽĂƌƌŝǀĞĂƚƚŚĞďĂŶƋƵĞƚ
ŚĂůůĨŽƌƚŚĞƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶƚŽďĞŐŝŶ͘tĞƌƵŶŽƵƚŽĨƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŽƐĂǇ ƚŽŽƚŚĞƌŐƵĞƐƚƐĂŶĚ
people to meet. We might start to lose interest in the joy of the moment in the
ůŽŶŐǁĂŝƚ͘tĞŵŝŐŚƚĞǀĞŶďĞĂůŝƩůĞƌĞƐĞŶƞƵůŝŶŚĂǀŝŶŐƚŽƐƉĞŶĚŽƵƌƟŵĞǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘
/ƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĞǀŝƌŐŝŶƐǁĂŝƚĞĚĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞĨŽƌƚŚĞďƌŝĚĞŐƌŽŽŵƚŽĐŽŵĞ͘dŚĞǇƚŽŽŵĂǇ
have lost some of their zeal for the moment.

 What does this say about our wait for Jesus to return?
 The “wise” were prepared to wait it out. What does this say about
faithfulness?
Being prepared is a personal thing. Preparedness is not something we can
give to others to make them ready. Either you are or are not. For Jesus, it’s
almost like, “Ready or
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almost like, “Ready or not, here I come!” The “foolish” virgins asked to borrow oil
from the “wise”, and were refused.

 Was it selﬁsh that the “wise” would not share their oil?
 How would this act have compromised the “wise” virgins’ outcome?
 How is this diﬀerent than “sharing” one’s faith?
Many of the Scriptural references like this one speak about “trimming” the
lamps. This was done to conserve oil. Wicks were shortened to give less light
when not needed, and extended to give full brightness as required. (ex: I
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĂĚũƵƐƟŶŐƚŚĞǁŝĐŬƐŽĨƚŚĞŽůĚŬĞƌŽƐĞŶĞůĂŵƉƐǁĞŚĂĚŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞĂƐĂ
child.)
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƟŵĞƐŝŶŽƵƌůŝǀĞƐǁĞ͕ƚŽŽ͕ĐĂŶĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞƚŚĞƵƐĞŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŝƚŚ͘tĞ
don’t need to give oﬀ the full brightness of faith around other believers, yet we
ƐƟůůŐŝǀĞůŝŐŚƚ͘ƵƚǁŚĞŶŽƵƌĨĂŝƚŚŶĞĞĚƐƚŽƐŚŝŶĞďƌŝŐŚƚůǇŝŶƚŚĞĨĂĐĞŽĨĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͕
ĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƚĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĨĞĂƌ͕ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ĂďůĞ ƚŽ ĞǆƚĞŶĚ ŽƵƌ ǁŝĐŬƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĨƵůů ďƌŝŐŚƚŶĞƐƐ ŽĨ
faith in Christ that comes through us (“Let your light shine before men…”)






How are your wicks “trimmed” as you wait for Jesus to return?
Do you have enough oil (faith) for the wait?
ƌĞǇŽƵůŽƐŝŶŐǌĞĂůĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚ;ŐĞƫŶŐďŽƌĞĚͿĂƐǇŽƵǁĂŝƚ͍
tŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐǁŚĞŶ,ĞĐŽŵĞƐ͍

dŚĞ ƚĞǆƚ ŝƐ ĐůĞĂƌ ĂďŽƵƚ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ƚŽ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŶŽƚ ƌĞĂĚǇ ĂŶĚ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ǁŚĞŶ
Jesus, the Bridegroom appears. Those ready will enter into the banquet hall and
the door is shut behind them. No one else enters. The same will be true for
heaven. When Christ returns, believers, whose lamps are ready and trimmed will
ŐŽ ŝŶ͘  dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ ŽĨ ĨĂŝƚŚ͘  dŚĞǇ ŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ͞ǁŝƐĞ͟ ƵŶƚŽ ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ͘  Ƶƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĨĂƌŵŽƌĞ͞ĨŽŽůŝƐŚ͞ƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚǁŚŽĞŝƚŚĞƌŝŐŶŽƌĞƚŚĞŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ
ŽīĞƌĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŽ ĂƩĞŶĚ͕ Žƌ ǁŝůů ƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ ǁĂŝƚ ƵŶƟů ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ŵŝŶƵƚĞ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ
themselves ready, but miss the event. Either way, Jesus clearly warns of their loss.
dŚĞǇ ǁŝůů ƚƌǇ ƚŽ ƌĂƟŽŶĂůŝǌĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǁĂǇ ƚŽ ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ – pounding on the door for a
second chance, but to no avail. The closing words of the text are very blunt –
Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, I DON’T KNOW YOU!”
/ŶƚŚĞƐĞĮŶĂůĚĂǇƐ;ĞŶĚƟŵĞƐͿ͙
 /ŶǁŚĂƚƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŝƐǇŽƵƌǁŝĐŬ͍
 Will you have enough oil to wait for Him?
 Are you dressed and ready for the banquet to come?
 Are you excited about seeing the Bridegroom face-to-face?
I PRAY YOU ARE READY AND PREPARED
READY OR NOT… HE IS COMING!

-To God Be the Glory 8

