Dog Days
by Rev. Steve Scharnell, Associate Pastor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin
The 11th Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 15)
20 August, A.D. 2017
Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8; Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32; Matthew 15:21–28

Sermon One

The woman that comes to Jesus is a Canaanite
woman. Why might this be unusual?

Jesus was sent to minister to the sheep of Israel, but
He shows mercy to this woman who is a Gentile.
What hope does this give us as well as the rest of
the world?

1 John 2:2, “He is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.”
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Sermon Two

Jesus makes the woman wait for an answer. Why?

Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God.”

We are commands us to pray, but He doesn’t always
answer us how and when we want Him too. This
isn’t only a challenge for us, it has been a challenge
for the faithful throughout history.

Psalm 22:2, “O my God, I cry by day, but you do not
answer, and by night, but I find no rest.”

The main thing to remember is that God’s answers
all prayer to Him according to His will. Our prayers
are always answered for our own good. We don’t
always understand or even agree with His answer,
but it is always for the good of those who love Him.

Luke 18:13b, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”
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Closing Hymn: 979 God, Whose Almighty Word

Public domain
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Please join us for an enriching experience at the

2017 St. Paul’s Marriage Retreat.
November 10 - 12, 2017

Celebrating the Journey with Christ:
On the Same Page
Cost per couple:
$350 (Early Bird Special- If booked and paid prior to 8/31/17.
The first 20 to register are also guaranteed Lake View Rooms)
$375 (If booked after 9/1/17)

Final Registration 9/18/17

This low cost includes 2 nights stay and a Dinner Buffet for two on
Saturday night!
Where: Blue Harbor Resort
725 Blue Harbor Drive, Sheboygan, WI 53081
www.blueharborresort.com

www.visitsheboygan.com

Registration Form: Please find this on www.splco.org.
Questions?

Email: stpaulmarriage@gmail.com
Call or Text: Linda Hertneky @ 651-206-8497
Angie Scharnell @ 920-285-1264

A Cord of Three Strands is not Easily Broken
Ecclesiastes 4:12

To help keep costs down there are Sponsorship opportunities!
Sponsors will be recognized in the Epistle, Bulletin and at the
Retreat. Thank you for supporting the Marriage Ministry!
 Refreshment Breaks (3) - $200
 AV and Conference Materials - $250
 Sponsor a couple - $375
 Friday Night Social Hour - $500
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